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Pravda vitézi!

"Kolace" prinesly pohodu

Kolé¢e? Divny nézev pro povéclav-
skou tancovacku? Mozna, ale i za-
jimavy. Vymyslel si ho Lado Sou-
dek. Ten Lado, na kterého se s di-
vérou obréatil Jan Vacek z Toronta,
aby se ujal jeho ndpadu - uspora-
dat setkani komunity (kde jinde, nez)
na Masaryktownu. Podminky napro-
sto idedIni — v restauraci je pfijemné
prostfedi s ochotnou obsluhou a do-
maci tradi¢ni kuchyni, pfilehlé parko-
visté (a zdarma), a ani ty ceské kola-
¢e chybét nebudou. V onu sobotu 11.
fijna nechybély.

A Lado Soudek se do organizovani
pustil. Ma terén komunitnich moz-
nosti davno zmapovany, a tak vi, na
koho se obrétit. Volil znamé “firmy”,

pricemz mél na paméti riznorodost
hudebniho Zanru, takze prostor pro
zpivani dostaly trampské pisnicky v
podani Jirkli Crhaka a Konrada, stej-
né potésil blok trojice Eliska Hamro-
va-Kohlerova, Bohdan Zatovkariuk
a Jifi JanCarek se svym “soft” zngji-
cim repertoarem, nasledoval s poné-
kud tvrdSimi pisnémi s pfichuti rocku
Zolo Lebo, a nakonec se dostal ke
slovu DD Band (Band Dusana Drob-
ného), ktery se svou vSehochuti v ta-
ne¢nim rytmu zustal na scéné dlou-
ho pfes pulnoc. Posvatovaclavské
setkani ¢lend nasich komunit pfines-
lo pfedevSim krasnou néladu a po-
hodu na dusi. A Ze bylo

spontanni? Projevila se

Den boje za svobodu a demokracii

- 17. listopad — nam pfipomina dvé vyznamné udélosti.
Prvni z nich z roku 1939 maji v zivé paméti ti dfive na-
rozeni, ke druhé z roku 1989 se vazi vzpominky lidi ve
véku jejich vnukU a pravnukt. Kazda z nich je spoje-
na se jménem state¢ného a odhodlaného ¢lovéka — Jan
Opletal a Véclav Havel. V&e zacalo nasilnym potlace-
nim poklidné demonstrace u pfilezitosti 21. vyroci vzni-
ku Ceskoslovenska 28. fijna 1939 v Praze, béhem niz
byl smrtelné zranén Jan Opletal, student Iékarské fakul-
ty Univerzity Karlovy. Demonstrace, které po jeho po-
hfbu nasledovaly, se zménily v protest proti okupaci a
mély za nasledek uzavieni ¢eskych vysokych Skol, za-
téeni a popraveni vedoucich predstavitelt studentské

nich tabord.

Ve stejny den v roce 1989 doslo k brutalnimu rozehna-
ni studentské demonstrace na Narodni tfidé v Praze.
Timto ¢inem byla spusténa tzv. Sametova revoluce, ke
studenttim se pfidali disidenti z hnuti Charta 77, Demo-
kraticka iniciativa, mnozi herci a postupné v3echny vrst-
vy spolecnosti. Nasledovala série dialogU, které vedly

k padu komunistického rezimu. Nejvyznamnéjsi osob-
nosti tohoto revoluéniho obdobi byl Vaclav Havel, ktery
byl v ¢ele vzniklého Ob¢anského fora.

Je nasi povinnosti pfipominat a udrzovat v paméti mlad-
Sich generaci udalosti, které ovlivnily vyvoj v Ceskoslo-
vensku a tim i jejich Zivoty. Bez state¢nosti a odhodla-
ni lidi bojujicich proti nacistické agresi, komunistickému
bezpravi a nesvobodé by jejich budoucnost byla hotka

organizace a deportace stovek studentt do koncentrac-

a beznadgjna.

Viadimir Ruml
generalni konzul CR v Torontu

5| na brigadu pfi odstrafiovani pozistatki zimniho
race a méliu toho i legraci, viee ttéte naﬁtr. 3

Nézev udajné vymysleli Francou-
zi: Révolution de velours. Mozna si
vzpomnéli na Velkou francouzskou
a jeji gilotinu. Nasi Sametové pred-

Sametova
Pro ND Antonin Bajaja

chazelo dlouhé ¢ekani na chvili, kdy
,to praskne® — ten vyraz jsem slycha-
val od détstvi. Vyjadfoval presvéd-
¢eni, Ze bolSevické poradky se jaksi
nafouknou, prasknou a zmizi. Jenze
pred pétadvaceti lety uz to v Polsku
a Madarsku praskalo hodné nahlas,
Gorbagovova sovétska Fise vysilala
signaly, které mnohé soudruhy mat-
ly a désily, Prahu zaplavily trabanty
uprchlik z NDR, zacalo bourani Ber-
linské zdi... a v Ceskoslovensku se
kdekdo ptal: staneme se s Kubou, Ci-
nou a Severni Koreou (navzdory pro-
testlim a peticim) skanzenem komu-
nismu?

V/ patek 17. 11. 1989 odpoledne jsem

sedgl s basnifkou Janou Stroblovou
v prazské Klasterni vinarné na Na-
rodni tfidé. Sepisovali jsme petici
proti tyrani zvifat v zemédéiské vel-
kovyrobé. Nahle vidime, jak kolem
jedou policejni vozy. Za mfizemi na
korbach jsme postrehli tvare mladikd.
Zanedlouho méla zacit studentska

studenty k vyslechu do blizké Barto-
lomé&jské ulice. Vybéhli jsme ven a
utikali za nimi, abychom je néjak po-
vzbudili. Ale misto nich seskakovali
na chodnik pfislusnici Sboru narod-
ni bezpecnosti. S obusky, Stity a hel-
mami. Jana zamifila na Albertov, kde
se konala ta demonstrace, ja k auto-

J \ r
: osobnosti politického siyotaa jeho pfemény v d
38=pred i poni - Vaclav.Maly, Alexander Dubcek a}lé

demonstrace, proto jsme se domni-
vali, Ze policaijti odvazeji vytipované

busu, protoze jsem se vracel dom,
do tehdej$iho Gottwaldova. Jesté

jsem netusil, Ze mésto, které sou-
druzi pojmenovali po komunistickém
prezidentovi, zase ziska ptvodni na-
zev Zlin. Nevédél jsem, k jaké brutali-
té dojde za par hodin nedaleko vinar-
ny, kde jsme formulovali véty proti ty-
rani zvifat, zatimco se strazci rezimu
chystali spraskat lidi.

Nasledujici den mé navstivila teta
Olga, absolventka Ustavu pro vzdé-
lavani divek, zaloZzeného kdysi hra-
bétem Péttingem. Oznamila mi, co
z Mnichova hlasila Svobodna Evro-
pa, a zeptala se, jestli uz to kone¢-
né praskne. ,Ano," pfikyvl jsem. Vly-
kfikla: ,Chvala Bohu, a kéZ to od nas
vyZzene Rusaky!“ Trochu zesmutné-
la, vzpomnéla si na rodice. K nim pak
— jako koralky z rGzence - pfidavala
dalSi zesnulé, kterym komunisté, fe-
¢eno Gottwaldovymi slovy, ,zakrouti-
li krkem*.

Neékolik dnti po patecnim masakru se
ocitdm na gottwaldovském Namés-
ti Miru. Pfichazi spousta lidi. Néktefi
predstiraji, Ze jdou jen kolem. Rych-
le se stmiva, nékdo prerusil vefejné
osvétleni. Z tlampace na provizorni

tribuné se ozyvaji proslovy, obéané
(uZ ne soudruzi) zpivaji statni hymnu
a skanduji: Zlin, Zlin, Bata!l VSichni
stoji zady ke komunistické radnici. J&
pobliz sochy svatého Floriana, mezi
studenty. Rozdavaji si svicky, zapalu-
ji je jeden od druhého, Florian - pa-
tron hasicli — se usmiva. Z¢istajas-
na recituji verSe Jana Skacela. Jsou
0 novém ranu, jemuZ rozneme svi-
ci. O nezndmém ranu, co jesté nema
tvar... studenti mé pozoruji s uza-
sem. Tluée mi srdce, mam stazené
hrdlo, posledni verSe ne a ne projit
ven, nakonec ze mne (misto: ... na-
déje ma z buku kfidla a srdce z dfe-
va lipového) vy3lo jen: ... nadéje...
srdce..."

Tehdejsi tydny byly veletokem nad-
Seni. Pendluji mezi Zlinem a Pra-
hou, dokonce navstévuiji i druzstevni
kraviny, kde ,to prasknuti probiram
s oSetfovateli dobytka. Maji strach
z rozpadu druzstev a ptaji se: ,Kdo
se postara o pole, zvifata... o nasi
praci?* Pak usedam k psacimu sto-
lua v podivném transu —in-

spirovan Frantiskem kardi-
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This is without any doubt right after my Birthday now my favorite day
of the year — December 5th. If you find yourself in Prague on this day,
you have to make sure you will be outside when it gets dark — prefe-
rably on some big streets or squares, the best is of course the Old Town
Square. And why? On this day you may meet in the streets of Prague
face to face the St. Nicholas with the Devil and the Angel!

When I was a child I didn’t like this day. That is to say, that as soon
as it gets dark out, St. Nicholas with his helpers walks in the streets of
Prague handing out small presents to children. He is tall with a long
white beard, dressed in long red robe, mitre on his head, with a golden
bishops’ staff. He is a very wise man who knows everything. And that
is why all kids are so nervous on this day! He even knows whether this
or that child was good during the past year!

If the child was behaving well, he or she will receive a present from
him, usually some candies, nuts or fruits. However, if he or she was
not behaving well all year, the Devil will put the child into his sack
and take him or her to Hell! That is why all Czech children are unu-
sually good on this day. I find this very educational for the children.
On this day, all children thing about what they have done in the past
and usually come into conclusion that they could be better — clean the-
ir rooms, eat the vegetables, brush their teeth, listen to parents and so

Saint Nicholas Day

on. So when it comes to the question of St. Nicholas: “Have you been
good this year?” they usually promise to the St. Nicholas that they will
be better from now on.

If St. Nicholas wants to make the child to think about his or her beha-
vior, the Devil with a tail and horns will rattle the chains and open his
sack. At this moment, Angel, who acts as a counterweight to the De-
vil, dressed in a white gown and with wings will start pleading for the
child? If St. Nicholas is still unsure, children usually sing a song or say
a poem and that will convince St. Nicholas that they are good.

Czech parents hire sometimes “St. Nicholas and his helpers” to come
to their home to threaten a bit their fractious children. It is a good one-
day-job for students mostly, or some family friends who dress up and
play St. Nicholas. This “St. Nicholas” is well informed by the parents
and therefore is the performance very effective.

When unseen, St. Nicholas leaves his presents in the children’s room
based on their pre-behavior. Good Czech children receive above all a
chocolate calendar, which is a special calendar — there is a chocolate
for every day till the Christmas Eve..

In Prague, streets are filled with Devils (Cert) rattling chains, beautiful
Angels (andél) and of course St. Nicholas (Mikulas) himself. I would
definitely recommend you to visit the Old Town Square .Every year
about this time, there is a contest for the best St. Nicholas, Angel and
Devil. All three characters walk the streets, stopping children and as-
king them if they were good in the past year. They are then rewarded
with sweets, candy or other treats, which are handed out by the Angel.
So hopefully you have been good this year... If not, have some poem
or song ready at hand! Bad children usually receive potatoes or coal

The eve of St. Nicholas is especially fun in Prague. Parents bring the-
ir children to the Old Town Square where you can witness the traditi-
on roughly between 4 pm. and 8 pm. In small towns and villages, the
three characters visit people’s homes. The evening of December 5 is
an exciting (and scary) time for children! Children also receive St. Ni-
cholas presents from their parents and relatives. The gift, e.g. sweets
and chocolates, can be put into a stocking and hidden somewhere in
the child’s room. The St. Nicholas tradition is supposedly based on a
4th century Greek bishop named Nicholas who is said to have left a
gift of money on the windowsill of three poor girls to enable them to
get married.

Nocturnes with clarinetist Peter Stoll

SUNDAY 23th Nov at 5.00 pm m Info & order (416) 481-7294 m

The next concert of Nocturnes
in the City will be held On
Sunday, November 23, when
we welcome clarinetist Peter
Stoll and pianist Adam Zukie-
wicz. We have prepared an in-
terview with the clarinetist for
our readers.

Who is Peter Stoll?

Known for his virtuoso energy
on stage as well as an easy and
entertaining way of speaking
with the audience, clarinetist
Peter Stoll performs regularly
in Toronto as a solo, chamber,
orchestral and contemporary
musician, with recent tours
to Japan in 2013 and China
in 2014. He teaches clarinet,
chamber music, performance
studies and the Business of
Music at the University of To-
ronto’s Faculty of Music, and
is the Winds Discipline Spe-
cialist for the Royal Conser-
vatory‘s National College of
Examiners. Peter was the chief
compiler of the new 2014
RCME clarinet syllabus, and
his website is www.peterstoll.
ca.

The clarinet is not one of the
usual soloistic musical instru-
ments. Why did you choose it?
My first band teacher (who was
Czech!) had us all sit down on
the first day of the introductory
class, and she was smart, she’d
put a list of all the instruments
up on the black-board, with a
number next to each. As she
read down the class list alpha-
betically, and students chose
their favourite instrument,
when the number was reached,
she’d cross that instrument off.
She didn’t want 20 drummers
in one classroom! So by the
time we got to the “S” names,
the clarinet was it!

Is it difficult to take the musi-
cal lead with this instrument?
The clarinet has a beautiful
singing sound which can carry
a melody very well. But it’s
also very flexible and can play
very softly, so it’s satisfying to
know when to take the lead,
and when to blend in with the
melodies that my friend Adam
will play on the piano.

How long do you play the clar-
inet?

Ever since that fateful day in
Grade 7 band class! So about
30+ years, hard to believe!

What other musical instru-

ments are close to clarinet?
Do you play them?

The closest relation is the sax-
ophone, and I do actually per-
form often on alto and tenor.
I love the singing sound! It’s
also nice sometimes to put the
usual clarinet challenges on
hold and tackle some different
ones.

Which personally success is

for you the most notable?

I’ve been invited to tour to
other countries quite a bit as a
soloist or with ensembles, and
this is such a fantastic way to
not only visit that part of the
world, but also interact with
local musicians and music-
lovers.

I just came back from two
weeks in China (mainland
and Hong Kong) with a group
from the university, we were
so well-treated, and it was so
interesting to see such a dif-
ferent culture up close. A real
adventure!

Who is your favorite
poser?
[ usually say whomever I'm
playing at the moment! The
clarinet has been fortunate to
be blessed with a few great
chamber masterpieces by Mo-
zart, also by Brahms (we’re
playing one of his great sona-
tas to end the Nocturnes recit-
al), and orchestral favourites
by Beethoven and so many
others...

. actually we’re playing a
piece I didn’t know before, by
the Czech composer Zdenek
Fibich called Selanka (Pas-
torale) that’s such a beautiful
melody, I'm really looking

com-

forward to sharing that one!
There is ample literature for
clarinet and other musical
instruments? Who is mainly
composed and in which pe-
riod?

There’s been a few great mas-
ter-works from the classical
period, a lot more in the Ro-
mantic, and then tons of great
material in the nearer contem-
porary times, especially influ-
enced by jazz masters such
as Benny Goodman, who got
quite a few classical compos-
ers to write music for him in
the ‘crossover’ style bridging
the two traditions.

What do you think some of the
bigger challenges are to play
the clarinet well?

As a teacher of many different
ages and experience-levels, I
always say that to make a ba-
sic sound on a clarinet is fairly
easy, but to make a beautiful
one very difficult.

As with all instruments, it
takes a lot of discipline to get
one’s fingers to move evenly
in rhythm (essential for sound-
ing together with other play-
ers), and we must always con-
trol the tuning of the clarinet
to seamlessly blend in with the
other instruments we’re work-
ing with.

Of course, to really exagger-
ate the musical expression
until it’s convincing in a big
hall is a very important chal-
lenge when one plays for an
audience. They expect the
technical issues to have been
conquered, and are there to be
moved and entertained!

If you could choose again,
would you still opt to play the
clarinet?

Yes! It’s been a long task to
develop the sound and con-
trol of the instrument to where
I’d like it to be, but it’s such a
beautifully-expressive instru-
ment, I can’t think of a better
one to have ended up on!

On the programme:

Franz Schubert (1797-1828):
Arpeggione Sonata in A mi-
nor, D.821

Zden¢k Fibich (1850 — 1900):
Selanka (Pastorale) Idyll,
Op.16

Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)
/arr.Stoll: Sonatina, Op. 100
Johannes Brahms (1833-
1897): Sonata in Eb Major for
Clarinet and Piano, Op.120 o



