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clarinet and saxophone areas in The Royal  
Conservatory examination family! Brand 
new syllabi have now come into effect for  
both instruments. Along with the new 
syllabi there are now repertoire, study, 
orchestral excerpts, and technique books 
available to support the study of these 
instruments. Together, they are a great 
new resource for teachers and students 
alike.

For both instruments, a major change  
is the addition of Levels: Preparatory,  
3, 5, and 7. This will allow for a smoother  
progression of material, more consistent 
and evenly paced preparation, and  
a greater sense of ease for students taking 
examinations.

An exciting stylistic change in the  
Saxophone Syllabus has been the expansion  
of jazz elements in various parts of the 
saxophone examinations. Repertoire 
with elements of jazz phrasing, harmony,  
and limited improvisation have been 
introduced from as early as Level 2.  
Jazz elements have also been added  
to the technical requirements beginning 
in Level 4, including scales used in jazz 
improvisation, upbeat counting, and 
articulations used in jazz phrasing.  
With the much-expanded repertoire 
lists, students and teachers can choose  
a variety of styles to explore.

Contemporary and extended 
techniques (such as slap tongue, quarter-

tones, timbral fingerings, and glissandi)  
have been included in some of the  
repertoire beginning in Level 6,  
highlighting an area of performance  
central to the classical saxophone.  
Orchestral excerpts have been expanded  
to include wind band and jazz ensemble  
classics, as well as symphonic repertoire.

In the Clarinet Syllabus the full range  
of the instrument is gradually introduced,  
from primarily left-hand notes at the 
Preparatory stage, to the full chalumeau 
at Level 1, and then upwards across 
the break from there. Much thought 
was put into aligning the technical 
requirements at each level with the 
demands of the repertoire and studies 
listed, in terms of range and keys. 
There are a few optional E-flat clarinet 
repertoire selections at some of the 
higher levels, and optional E-flat and 
bass clarinet orchestral excerpts at  
the ARCT level (excerpts now start  
at Level 7).

Taking into account the length  
of the actual examinations, the amount 
and duration of repertoire selections 
have been carefully refined in both new  
syllabi. Similarly, the number of required  
technical tests, studies, and orchestral 
excerpts have been adjusted. As with 
other instruments, candidates in Level 
10 now have the option of splitting the 
examination into two separate segments. 

I believe that these winds of change 
will increase the enjoyment of preparing 
for examinations and enhance the 
learning process!  

PETER STOLL

in Toronto as a solo, chamber, orchestral 
and contemporary musician, with recent 
tours to Japan and China. He teaches 
clarinet, chamber music, performance 
studies and the Business of Music at the 
University of Toronto’s Faculty of Music. 
Chief compiler of the new Clarinet 
Syllabus, 2014 Edition, Peter is also 
the Woodwinds and Brass Discipline 
Specialist for The Royal Conservatory’s 
College of Examiners.

By PETER STOLL

Introducing the Clarinet and 
Saxophone Syllabi, 2014 Edition

Listing in The RCM National 
Teacher Directory

Music Matters Teacher Newsletter

Guide to Examinations Poster

Royal Conservatory Bookmarks

Teacher discount of 15% through 
the RCM online bookstore valid 
through August 31, 2015

Additional benefits will be added to 
the Teacher Portal as they are finalized. 

Complimentary Examinations
In addition to the above, for every 

four students registered for practical 
examinations under your teacher number  
from September 2014 to August 31, 2015, 
we are pleased to offer one complimentary 
Elementary Level practical exam 
(Preparatory to Level 4) for a student  
who has not previously had the opportunity 
to participate in an RCM examination. 
We believe this will provide an enhanced  
learning experience for your students,  
support the success of your studio, and  
help create new opportunities for the  
growth of music education. More details 
about how to qualify for a complimentary  

examination and how to register your 
student can be found through rcmusic.
ca/teacher-recognition (Canada)  
or musicdevelopmentprogram.org/
teacher-recognition (US).

Advocacy: White Papers
The Royal Conservatory recently 

published a white paper on The Benefits 
of Music Education, highlighting recent 
research and providing compelling 
insights into the powerful, long-term 
value that children gain through music 
study. As featured in the previous issue of 
Music Matters, this document is intended 
to increase awareness and elevate the 
importance of music education and 
encourage more people  
to take music lessons. The RCM is  
committed to research based advocacy,  
and is publishing a second paper, this  
time on the importance of a structured  
system of music study and assessment.  
Regular assessment through examinations 
is a source of motivation and encouragement, 
which in addition to tracking progress, 
inspires higher levels of achievement.  
For more information or for a downloadable  
copy of this paper please visit the Teacher 
Portal. 

National Awareness
As part of our ongoing advocacy 

efforts, The Royal Conservatory recently 
launched a national ad campaign to 
promote the importance of music study. 
Each of these ads encouraged parents  
to register their children for music 
lessons and directed new students to  
The RCM National Teacher Directory 
to help them find a music teacher.  
Full page ads appeared in The Globe and 
Mail in September and October, as well  
as in several other print and digital 
publications. Our ad campaign is further  
supported by a feature page on our website 
and has been promoted through social 
media.    

The RCM National Teacher Directory  
is available to any teacher who has had  
students participate in Royal Conservatory 
examinations in the last two years.  
We will continue to promote The RCM  
National Teacher Directory in our ongoing  
advocacy efforts, so if you are not already 
listed in our Teacher Directory, we 
encourage you to sign up now.  

Promoting the benefits of Music Education
In February 2015, The Royal Conservatory will release the 
second in a series of papers dedicated to raising awareness of 
benefits of music education – Structured Music Education:  
The Pathway to Success.

This paper will be shared broadly with parents, educators, 
governments, music education and cultural organizations,  
and industry suppliers, as well as promoted through various 
media outlets.

We hope you will find it useful and encourage you to share  
it with your colleagues, students, and their families.

Watch for it later this month on the Teacher Portal at

NEW in February 2015!

rcmusic.ca/teacher-portal

OR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 416.000.0000 OR VISIT RCMUSIC.CA

Structured Music Education: 
The Pathway to Success

A Guide to 
Music Education


